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The Lacuna (2017)
for piano four-hands and interactive electronics

Samuel Wells

The Lacuna was written for HOCKET and was made possible by a grant from the American 
Composers Forum with funds provided by the Jerome Foundation.

Program Note

 “The most important part of a story is the piece of it you don’t know.”
Barbara Kingsolver, “The Lacuna”

The Lacuna is based on Barbara Kingsolver’s novel of the same title. The novel is comprised of the diaries of a 
fictional man, Harrison William Shepherd. “The Lacuna” chronicles Shepherd’s life from a first-person point of 
view: Shepherd grows up in Mexico, works for Diego Rivera and Frieda Kahlo, and is eventually investigated by the 
House Un-American Activities. The book is structured chronologically with clearly delineated sections, but the 
diaries leave significant gaps in time, which compels the reader to construct periods of Shepherd’s life. This 
sectional structure is conveyed through a series of episodes that are interrupted by performer-less electronic 
interludes that represent the narrative gaps in the story.

Technical Note

The Lacuna requires the following in addition to an audio system: 
- Two microphones for the piano
- One headphone amp
- Two pairs of headphones for the performers
- A USB foot pedal that acts as the space bar, or a midi sustain pedal (MIDI CC 64) 
- Max 7 (free download from cycling74.com)
- Max patch and dependent files (available from the composer
- A computer with at least 4GB of RAM and a relatively fast processor 
- An external audio interface with two inputs and five outputs. 

Interface I/O
 Inputs
  1: Piano Microphone High
  2: Piano Microphone Low

 Outputs (Quad Audio + Click Track)
  1: House Front Left
  2: House Front Right
  2: House Rear Left
  4: House Rear Right
  5: On-stage Headphone Amplifier
  



Performance Note

Contact

If you have any questions, please contact the composer at sam@samwellsmusic.com.

Boxed numbers indicate that the 
corresponding electronics cue should be 
triggered by the Primo player using the USB 
or MIDI footpedal

Electronics-only 
passages will indicate 
an estimated duration

The entering and exiting of click 
track playback is notated
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written for HOCKET and made possible by a grant from the 

American Composers Forum with funds provided by the Jerome Foundation
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